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Abstention or 
refraining from casting 
a vote for a particular 


position 
"Undervoting” or 
voting for a number of 
candidates less than 
the maximum number 
of slots for a particular 
position 


‘Source. Commission on Elections 





It is not uncommon for Americans to vote for just the President and Vice-President and for no one else on 
their ballot. Presidents and presidential candidates are seen as celebrities: everyone knows who they are. It 
is also not uncommon for people to vote for less than the total number of candidates for a particular office, 
assuming more than one can be chosen. This is more often regarding local electoral offices. Most people 
don’t know anything about local politics, much less their local elected officials. This is of course a problem, 
as local politics should consume your time more than federal elections. | suspect this is a direct result of 
three things: technology, diversity and capitalism. 


Technology because the internet has made us not simply privy to more information, but also to less important 
information. We spend more time watching cat videos than learning about physics for example. Diversity, 
because it destroys social cohesion and community trust. Therefore, who cares who the major is? He 
probably won't do anything for me anyway, is what people think. And finally capitalism, because it has made 
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the economy less and less about small stores and family business and more about mass production and 
slave labor overseas. Combine all of these three, which are all somewhat interdependent, and you geta 
politics based on something far away, a symptom of modern isolation. 


Links 


Voting thread: https://twitter.com/FinancialTimes/status/1324942540580196352 
Archive: https://archive.vn/2206W 


Election numbers: https://www.ft.com/content/69f3206f-37a7-4561 -bebf-5929e7df850d 
Archive: https://archive.vn/vnvwi 


Common: https://twitter.com/i/events/1325628618936971265 
Archive: https://archive.vn/QXFQB 


Undervoting: https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/the-fix/wp/2016/12/14/1-7-million-people-in-33-states- 
and-dc-cast-a-ballot-without-voting-in-the-presidential-race/ 
Archive: https://archive.vn/ZELry 


Now what: https://apnews.com/article/biden-wins-electoral-college-trump- 
511b69134b9120a2f114e6781a54da84 
Archive: https://archive.vn/t3UEa 


Democracy thread: https://twitter.com/qz/status/1325486021526614016 
Archive: https://archive.vn/Vq2XJ 


On democracy: https://qz.com/1929432/trump-bent-american-democracy-but-he-couldnt-break-it/ 
Archive: https://archive.vn/38KqV 
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